
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

Speaker:   Prof. Dr. Madelaine E. Bartlett 
Sainsbury Laboratory, 
University of Cambridge, UK 

 
Title:  What grass flowers can teach us  

about the evolution of form 
 
Time: Tuesday, May 12, 2026, 2 pm 
https://ipk-gatersleben-de.zoom-
x.de/j/64783767811?pwd=hndGuIynz0tMsTZ3oKnPjTsgHfQDL8.1 
ID: 647 8376 7811 
Kenncode: 184928 
 
Place: IPK Lecture Hall and via Zoom,  
 Corrensstr. 3, 06466 Seeland OT Gatersleben  
 
 
Abstract:  
The Bartlett group is interested in the molecular underpinnings of plant diversity. Which genes 
control the development of plants? And how have these genes changed over the course of 
evolution? We focus specifically on the grasses to answer these fundamental questions about the 
genetic basis of plant development and morphological evolution. This remarkable family has 
diversified to occupy almost every terrestrial niche, and dominates many ecosystems. Multiple 
grass experimental systems allow us to dissect the molecular underpinnings of this diversity, and 
to reconstruct molecular and morphological evolution of key genes and traits. Our current 
research projects focus on the evolution of conserved non-coding sequences, the development 
and evolution of floral sexuality, the development and evolution of awns and mechanisms of 
morphological diversification. 
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